VeSS Project Synopsis

CIF Project #737 - (Density Study Phase 1)

Project Background

In the summer of 2014, bin and truckload weight data from 16 municipalities were assessed to
estimate “in the field” average densities and standard deviations of various recyclable materials
and bin and truck sizes.

Phase 1 of this project was designed to gather as many data points (truck and bin weights) as
possible to attempt to minimize geographic, weather and local operational idiosyncrasies. The
resultant spreadsheet permits readers to identify the bin/truck size of interest and reference it
to a payload weight of a specific recyclable material.

Summary of Results

The spreadsheet attached is not an attempt to identify target weights/densities, ideal
weights/densities or the truth of manufacturers’ payload claims. The data displayed is
considered reliable; however, this density study is a work in progress and is intended to be
updated from time to time.

Changing material mixes, especially packaging, and local variables such as operations,
equipment, climate, scheduling, compaction settings, etc. can all significantly affect the density
of materials observed in the field, therefore, CIF assumes no responsibility or liability for any
use made of the data provided herein and reserves the right to change said data anytime
without notice as new information becomes available.

Notwithstanding the above disclaimer, municipalities are encouraged to review the
spreadsheet and compare their own results to the densities reported. Significant differences,
either above or below the reported weights, may prompt further investigation and be of
financial value to the local municipality as well as Province wide. Therefore, municipalities
observing significant differences in weights compared to their own similar sized bins/trucks are
requested to contact CIF who will assist with investigating the difference and may recommend
a variety of options up to and including financial assistance, if appropriate/available.
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